> "*The mind is not a vessel to be filled but a fire to be kindled*"
>
> \-
>
> Plutarch

You can be the best. This is something all of us want to hear... all the time! In our lives, it helps to know our weaknesses, personality traits, attitudes and values. The more we know about ourselves, the more likely can we be successful in our lives. Ideally we would like our postgraduate students to enquire, think, communicate, take some risks, be knowledgeable, be principled, be caring, be open-minded, be well-balanced and be reflective. That\'s asking for a lot, don't you agree? When we turn teachers, similarly, we cannot afford to lose our curiosity, skill, empathy, integrity, courage or confidence! We need to commit ourselves to reflect, look inward toward our policies and practices; we need to commit ourselves to extend, look outward, because it is the education that we provide that will nurture a generation of smarter, more competent periodontists. We need to be able to integrate the written curriculum with the taught curriculum with the learned curriculum.

That brings me to my second point. Why do our postgraduate training programs require our students to read every journal article? Most students in all probability lack the expertise or wisdom to select an appropriate article for our journal club discussions. Instead of reading and discussing every article to keep 100% abreast with the current literature, we must encourage our students to skip poorly conceived or poorly written articles. Instead we must inculcate in them the yearning to analyse creatively and criticise constructively. This would, I am sure encourage lifelong reading habits. Looking forward to a great JISP year\...
